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Presiding Judge 
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May 2, 2018 
 

Re: Unlawful Criminal Arrest Warrants Repeatedly Filed by  
Assistant Judge Roy Vance 

 
Dear Judge Grearson and Judge Devine: 
 
The ACLU of Vermont and Vermont Legal Aid write jointly asking you to take steps 
immediately to stop the practices described below. If it would be helpful, we would be 
happy to meet with you to discuss Assistant Judge Vance’s practices and ways to ensure 
no other assistant judges sitting in Small Claims Court are engaging in similar behavior. 
 
We anticipate that we will file a judicial conduct complaint against Assistant Judge 
Vance, but we wanted you to know what we have found because we believe the practice 
to be so egregious that it must be ended immediately. 
 
Over the past two months we have uncovered Assistant Judge Vance’s apparently 
longstanding practice of issuing criminal arrest warrants against low-income debtors as 
either punishment for not paying a debt pursuant to his order or for not appearing at 
financial disclosure hearings. Our investigation was prompted by Vermont Legal Aid’s 
representation of a debtor who was subject to Assistant Judge Vance’s arrest warrant. We 
reviewed docket entries for 14 cases from 2010 through 2017. We also reviewed the 
court’s entire file in an additional nine cases.  
 
In the 23 cases reviewed, there were 38 instances of judicial summons threatening arrest 
before any contempt motion had been filed or any finding of contempt in the record. In 
addition, there were 18 instances of arrests warrants being issued. (We are including 
copies of pertinent documents from four of the nine files that we reviewed in detail.) 
 
Even more concerning, our review of court files showed that in each instance where an 
arrest warrant was issued, Assistant Judge Vance also placed a bail or “purge” amount on 
the arrest warrant, requiring the defendant to make a payment into court. Where the 
defendant made a payment into court, the clerk, without any motion or proceeding, 
transferred the funds to the creditor. Although we have talked to individuals who were 
arrested on these warrants and paid the “purge” amount, we remain unsure what, if 
anything, happened to individuals who are not able to pay the “purge” amount. 
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(By this letter we also ask you to look into two practices of the clerk’s office: (1) acting 
on motions in small claims that are not accompanied by a certificate of service, and (2) 
transferring any “purge” amount received by the clerk’s office directly to the creditor.)  
     
Assistant Judge Vance’s pattern and practice in Caledonia Unit Small Claims Court is in 
clear violation of the Vermont Rules of Small Claims Procedure, the Rules of Civil 
Procedure, and longstanding Vermont law forbidding arrest to secure payment of a 
judgment, debtor’s prison, and civil arrest without due process. Since 2015, Judge 
Vance’s arrest warrants have been subject to legal challenge by three defendants, twice  
in Superior Court and once on a motion to vacate in Small Claims Court. All challenges 
resulted in Assistant Judge Vance’s arrest warrant being vacated or quashed.  
Nevertheless, Judge Vance has continued to issue arrest warrants.  
 
We believe that the practice in Caledonia must be stopped immediately and hope you 
agree. We would be happy to meet with you to discuss this further and discuss ways to 
ensure this practice is not repeated in other courts.  
 
Thank you for considering our request. Please do not hesitate to contact us via Jean 
Murray at (802) 223-6377 or Jay Diaz at (802) 223-6304 ext. 113. We would be happy to 
answer any questions you may have or coordinate a meeting to discuss this matter 
further. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jean Murray 
Staff Attorney 
Vermont Legal Aid 

Jay Diaz 
Staff Attorney 
ACLU of Vermont 

 
 
 
Cc: Assistant Judge Roy Vance, sent via email to: Roy.Vance@vermont.gov 


