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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  ALL JUDGES 

 

FROM: Brian J. Grearson, Chief Superior Judge 

 

DATE:  July 20, 2018 

 

RE:          Arrest Warrants in Small Claims 
 

It has come to our attention that there have been incidents of arrest warrants being issued in Small 

Claims matters either for non-appearance (which the present rule allows under some circumstances) or non-

payment of judgments. In the latter case, some warrants have been issued following requests in the nature of 

contempt for non-payment of judgments but without adequate notice to the party, a finding of an ability to pay, 

or notice of right to counsel. 

 In consideration of the serious consequences of these actions, I believe a change in the procedures 

involving the issuance of arrest warrants is warranted. Accordingly, this issue has been brought to the attention 

of the Civil Oversight Committee and they are contemplating a rule change to address the authority to issue 

arrest warrants in these proceedings. 

In the meantime, I will ask court staff to refer any requests for arrest warrants in Small Claims 

proceedings to the Civil Division Superior Judge or the presiding Superior Judge. If a motion for contempt 

includes a request for incarceration, the contempt hearing will be scheduled with the Superior Court judge. Since 

the request for a warrant often does not arise until the hearing with an acting or Assistant judge (most small 

claims are heard by one or the other judicial officer), the matter will be continued for hearing before a Superior 

Judge. Further, court staff will be instructed to not process any warrants unless signed by a Superior Court 

Judge. 

 Please let me know if you have any questions about this change in policy. 

 

 Thank you for understanding. 
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