
Vernon Planning Commission  
August 14, 2019 
 
The meeting was called to order by Bob Spencer at 6:32  p.m. 
 
Commission members present: Bob Spencer, Martin Langeveld, Tom Rappaport, 
Madeline Arms, Jessica Freeman Earp, Patty O’Donnell, Jeff Dunklee. 
 
Members of the public present: Selectboard members Josh Unruh, Jean Carr (and Jeff 
Dunklee); Northstar employees Corey Daniels, David Pearson, Mitchell Walker; Mike 
Renaud of Renaud Brothers; Michelle Pong, town administrator; Christa Daniels of 
Antioch University; Carol Campbell, Bronna Zlochiver, Bill Gilbert, Karen Gilbert. 
 
Additions to the agenda:  
None. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting 
Minutes of the May 8 and July 10 meetings were approved, with correction of a  
typo — approved.  
 
NorthStar presentation on decommissioning. 
Corey Daniels, presentation similar to recent presentation to NDCAP, on the 
progress to date of the decommissioning process. In general, the work is on 
schedule.  
 
Town level communication between Planning Commission and Selectboard 
Dave Pearson offered to notify the Planning Commission when there are significant 
events, and offered the opportunity for a site visit.   
 
Decommissioning community engagement discussion 
A consultant was hired by Northstar. Dave Pearson: Jim Hamilton was engaged to 
meet stakeholders, under what they are required to do. The plan is for him to meet 
with stakeholders (including people in Vernon) and report back to Northstar.  Josh 
Unruh reported issues with Jim Hamilton as having anti-nuclear roots, including two 
non-profits that have not benefited nuclear host communities. He has not reached 
out to any nuclear host communities. He has not done this kind of work before, 
although he may be capable of it. Corey: we’re hearing your feedback. We wanted to 
make sure we have the town’s feedback. The Planning Commission will meet with 
Hamilton, the Selectboard may decide to join in. 
 
Mike Renaud: plans for Vermont Yankee site: 
He has done work at the site, and is interested in buying it. Patty reminded the 
meeting of the gas plant vote several years ago, and the town’s interest in 
redeveloping the VY site in some ways related to energy generation. The town was 
never interested in owning the site outright, just seeing that it be developed in ways 
beneficial to the town. Josh: it could be appropriate for the town to own some parts 



of the site, depending on projected uses. Mike: would like to be involved in decisions 
regarding infrastructure on the site to be left in place. Corey read two paragraphs 
out of the town’s agreement with Northstar emphasizing the collaboration 
requirement between town and Northstar for reuse of the site to the benefit of the 
town. Being generous to the town will help Northstar gain similar decommissioning 
deals in other locations in the future. Martin: invited Mike to be part of the planning 
process for this site.  Bob: likes the idea of incremental development.  
 
Discussion of the Route 142 bridge at Renaud’s that now has a load limit (80,000 
pounds), which means Renaud’s heavy equipment needs to detour through 
Massachusetts. Mike has offered to repair the bridge at no cost.  
 
Christa Daniels, Antioch University, Keene: 
Has graduate programs in various disciplines. She has a city planning background, is 
interested in sustainable development. Has done planning work for Sunapee region.  
VY site development would be a great project for them; fits with the skills of the 
students they have. This could be covered by a state municipal planning grant. 
However, Corey suggests that this could be funded out of the site restoration fund 
($60 million). Such funding would require state approval. Stakeholders would be 
Northstart, Town of Vernon and Antioch. First year costs would be about $30,000. 
 
MOTION: To support the proposal by Antioch and to ask the Selectboard to work 
with Northstar to secure the funding. Made by Patty, seconded by Maddy, approved 
unanimously. 
 
Municipal Planning Grant 
Michelle: had been thinking about funding the Antioch project with this, and would 
like to sit with Christa Daniels to see what could be done to augment the grant from 
the site restoration fund.  
 
Governor Hunt House acquisition 
Josh: There is interest from the Landmark Trust USA to take over the Gov. Hunt 
House, both for vacation rental and office area. [Jeff left the meeting at this point.] If 
Landmark Trust is interested, we will invite them to a Planning Commission 
meeting. Tom: Friends of Vernon Center has a committee to create a business plan 
to operate the Hunt House as a community center. FVC has received tax exempt 
status from the IRS, the basis of which is that FVC will work on village center 
development and operation of the Gov. Hunt House as a community center. 
Discussion followed of ways to proceed on this.  
 
No new business. 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday September 11 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Adjournment: Motion by Patty , seconded by Maddy, passed unanimously at 9:40    
p.m. 



 


