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                 Town of Lyndon 

        P.O. Box 167 
        Lyndonville, VT 05851 

       (802) 626-5834 Office ⬥ (802) 626-1265 Fax 
 
 

Justin M. Smith 
Municipal Administrator 
justin@lyndonvt.org  
 

April 16, 2020 

Dear Senator Benning and Representatives Feltus & Seymour, 
 
The Selectboard of the Town of Lyndon would like to state its strong support for Northern Vermont 
University – Lyndon, and urge our local Vermont State legislators and VSC Chancellor Spaulding to 
keep NVU-L open and operating to its fullest capacity.  The Board recognizes the uncertain financial 
status that our State is facing due to the immediate, disastrous economic impacts of the COVID-19 
virus. However, we wish to express that for the Town of Lyndon and the surrounding community, this 
would be an even deeper impact should NVU be closed at this time. 
NVU is a large and vital part of the Lyndon economy.  The university attracts students and their parents 
from around the United States and internationally to Lyndon, where they contribute to economic activity 
in our restaurants, grocery stores, housing market, and other service and retail stores.  The loss of 
nearly 1000 students, who we consider friends and neighbors for 9 months of the year, would be a 
severe blow to our already struggling small businesses in Lyndon.  
Lyndon has not been spared from the slow but steady erosion of manufacturing jobs in the area and 
across the state.  NVU has always provided many good paying jobs with health care and retirement 
benefits to people in our community, which in turn allows them to spend locally. The university provides 
a wide range of jobs, from custodial staff, facility maintenance, security, professors, administrators, and 
support staff.  These jobs have been relatively stable over the decades, allowing families to invest 
locally in homes and businesses. The closure of NVU would likely result in the outmigration of talented 
teaching staff and other skilled workers from our town and the surrounding communities. Our local 
small businesses will certainly be negatively impacted when many of their customers leave.  
 
The Town of Lyndon has invested heavily in the infrastructure necessary to support operation at NVU. 
This essential infrastructure includes the water supply, wastewater systems, and the electrical grid. 
Initial construction and upgrades of this infrastructure have frequently been financed with loans, which 
are paid back over many years through user fees.  If NVU was to close, one of the largest ‘customers’ 
of our municipal utilities would be gone. This would result in large price increases for the remaining 
business and residential customers.  In a rural area with an aging population, many people on fixed 
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incomes, and higher than average poverty levels, these rate increases would be catastrophic to many 
families and small businesses in Lyndon.  
 
Finally, NVU provides graduates of the local high school, Lyndon Institute, a close and affordable 
location to further their education.  Many of these students would not be able to achieve their higher 
education goals if not for the affordability of attending locally at NVU.  NVU students are also valuable 
interns and future employees of local businesses.  Loss of educational and employment opportunities 
by the closure of NVU would force these students to leave the area or miss out on the opportunity to 
earn a college degree. 
In closing, the Lyndon Selectboard, on behalf of the residents of our community, express our 
unwavering support of NVU – Lyndon and implore the Vermont Legislature and the State Colleges 
System Board to provide our local university the funding and support it needs to continue to serve 
students and families as it has for over a century.  Your legacy as legislators and administrators will be 
judged by the decisions you make regarding this issue. Please choose to support NVU– Lyndon and 
the Town of Lyndon. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Town of Lyndon Selectboard 
Christian Thompson, Chair 
Dan Daley 
Fred Gorham 
 

 
 
 

 
 


