
Case Report 20FW06944 by Warden Justin Turner 

On October 14, 2020, at approximately 1435 hours, I responded to the  

farm, located on Vermont Route 30, in the town of West Pawlet, regarding a 

voicemail I had received earlier in the day from  (DOB 

).  

 

 advised me that some hunters who had permission to hunt on his property 

had an incident involving an individual threatening their lives the night prior. 

 took me to the field where in incident occurred, located off Briar Hill 

Road, in the town of West Pawlet. While speaking with  the two individuals 

who were present during the incident arrived. Two males verbally identified as, 

 (DOB ) and  (DOB ).  

 

 and  ( 's son,  DOB  also present 

at time of incident) said that while attempting to track an injured deer that 

was shot by 's son,  (DOB ) at approximately 1815 

hours on 10/13/2020, they were threatened by Daniel Banyai (DOB ). 

 and  said that Banyai told them he was 'going to shoot them'. 

 said he replied to Banyai that he had a 17 and 14-year-old with him. 

 said that Banyai replied something to the effect of, 'Go ahead and cross 

that line, I will teach you and those kids a lesson'.  said that he then 

called 911, spoke with Troopers, and left the area.  and  advised 

me that a Vermont State Trooper later contacted them. It was later determined 

that it was Trooper Mazolla.  

 

While in the field speaking with   and  a male who I 

recognized as Banyai arrived with two other males, not identified by me. When 

Banyai first arrived, he began to walk toward me as I had been sitting in my 

patrol vehicle, I ordered him to return to his vehicle and he replied "this is 





manipulated my patrol vehicle in a manner that allowed me to back the patrol 

boat on Briar Hill Road. She asked if I was going to run her over and I said 

"Nope". I asked her for her name and phone number so I could call her back. I 

advised her that she was interfering with an investigation and I asked for her 

name and number so I could call her back. She continued speaking as I backed 

onto Briar Hill Road, stating something to the effect of, 'This is bull crap, 

you don't treat citizens like this. I live in Vermont. I am a Vermonter I pay 

taxes. Driving away from a female while she is trying to talk to you.'. She 

asked for my superior, I advised her it was Lieutenant Keith Gallant. She told 

me it was illegal for me to get that deer and go onto someone's property, 

further stating 'I watch North Woods Law, so I know the law'. I advised her I 

was not going on anybody's property. I told her to have a nice day and I 

departed. I recorded the conversation.  

 

At approximately 1540 hours, I met  and  at  residence, 

located on Briar Hill Road near the junction of Warren Switch Road.  and 

 provided me with sworn written statements detailing the incident. 

 and  said that they could not continue to track/pursue to injured 

deer because they were threatened of being shot.  

 

At approximately 1824 hours,  called me to advise that one of the males 

from earlier in the day showed up at his house.  said the male was with 

his wife and that he told  they found the deer and that he could come get 

it if he wanted.  said that he did not feel comfortable doing so.  

told me the deer was likely bloated and spoiled. I advised him that he was not 

in violation for not recovering it due to the circumstances he mentioned above.  

At approximately 2105 hours, I spoke with Vermont State Trooper Brian Mazolla 

regarding the incident on 10/13/2020. Trooper Mazzola said that he responded to 

Briar Road as the result of a property line dispute. Trooper Mazzola said that 



when he spoke with Banyai he denied making any threatening comments. Trooper 

Mazolla said that Banyai told him that he asked  and  who they 

were because they were on his property. Trooper Mazolla advised that Banyai said 

 and  were confrontational when he asked who they were. 

  

Case closed pending additional information, violation(s) unfounded at this time. 

 

No further action taken by me. 

  

Justin Turner, State Game Warden 

VT Fish & Wildlife, Warden Service 

 




